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Squirrel Hayes First School 

Springfield Road 

Biddulph 

Stoke on Trent 

ST8 7DF 

Headteacher: Mrs. E. J. Pickford 

Telephone: 01782 973820 

Twitter: @squirrelhayes 

Facebook: facebook.com/squirrelhayes 

 

          Monday 3rd March 2025 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

Welcome Back – Spring Term (2nd Half) 2025 

 

Welcome back to the second half of the Spring Term. As ever, we have lots of activities planned for our 

learners and are looking forward to working in partnership with you. 

Chicken Pox – Update  

 

Over the past few weeks, we have seen a noticeable increase in cases of chicken pox and general illness 

among our students. We want to reassure you that we are taking every possible measure to minimize the 

spread of infections and germs within our school. Our dedicated team is working tirelessly to maintain a clean 

and safe environment for all our learning community. 

Chicken pox is a highly contagious disease that spreads through direct contact with an infected person or 

through the air by respiratory droplets. To help prevent the spread, we encourage you to keep children who are 

unwell at home, ensure they practice good hand hygiene, and avoid close contact with others until they are fully 

recovered.  

How to treat chickenpox at home 

Important: Stay off school or work 

You'll need to stay away from school, nursery or work until all the spots have formed a scab. This is 

usually 5 days after the spots appeared. 

Do 

drink plenty of fluid (try ice lollies if your child is not drinking) to avoid dehydration 

take paracetamol to help with pain and discomfort 

cut your child's fingernails and put socks on their hands at night to stop them scratching 

use cooling creams or gels from a pharmacy 

speak to a pharmacist about using antihistamine medicine to help itching 

bathe in cool water and pat the skin dry (do not rub) 

dress in loose clothes 

Don’t 

do not use ibuprofen unless advised to do so by a doctor, as it may cause serious skin infections 

do not give aspirin to children under 16 

do not go near newborn babies, or anyone who is pregnant or has a weakened immune system, as chickenpox can 

be dangerous for them 

do not scratch the spots, as scratching can cause scarring 

Non-urgent advice: Speak to a GP if: 

you're not sure it's chickenpox 

you're concerned about your child 

https://www.nhs.uk/medicines/paracetamol-for-children/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/antihistamines/
https://www.nhs.uk/medicines/ibuprofen-for-children/
https://thisisourenglishcorner.wordpress.com/2014/09/16/welcome-back-to-school-2/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://melodiumns.blogspot.com/2010/11/ovcije-boginje-varicella.html
https://melodiumns.blogspot.com/2010/11/ovcije-boginje-varicella.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Tell the receptionist you think it might be chickenpox before going in to a GP surgery. 

Edwards and Ward Catering Firm Update 

 
Unfortunately, we have been made aware that the catering company that provides lunches for the school 

is due to increase their meal prices due to cost pressures. See below: 

Effective from 1st April 2025 school meal prices will increase from £2.95 to £3.20 this change will not come 

into effect until 1st April 2025. 

 

Online Safety – Presentation/Workshop 

 
Just a reminder that on Tuesday 4th March Mrs. Percival our ICT Lead will be sharing a presentation/workshop 

with a focus on on-line safety. As Parent/Carer you are invited to attend with your child. There are two 

sessions on offer one at 09:00am – 9:30am and one at 5:00pm – 5:30pm. 

 

A text has been sent out for you to reply to so that you can confirm if you will be attending. We look forward 

to seeing you. 

 

Pancake Day – Special Menu – Dinners Tuesday 4th March 2025 

 
Edwards & Ward, our Catering Providers are having a themed “Pancake Day”. This will take place on 

Tuesday 4th March. If you would like your Child/Children to have a school dinner on this day then please let 

their Teacher know. 

The main course will be a choice of …….. 
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Year 4 Leaver’s Hoodies Orders 

 

It is that time of year where we start to plan ahead for our Year 4 leavers with a special keepsake! We 

are excited to offer leavers hoodies for 2025 at a cost of £18.50 each. This price includes a high-quality 

hoodie with the school logo embroidered on the front and a back print featuring the names of all the leavers. 

Closing date for website 17/3/25. If you would like your child’s name to be included on the hoodie, please 

complete the permission form available here: 

 

 https://forms.office.com/e/VeC0S3qKhW  

Additionally, for an extra £3, you can opt for further personalisation to make the hoodie even more special. 

Let's make this a memorable farewell for our Year 4 students! 

To buy a hoodie please visit the following link: https://smartuniform.co.uk/product/squirrel-hayes-leavers-

hoodies/  

 

World Book Day - Thursday 6th March 2025 

  
 This Year we will be joining many schools in celebrating World Book Day on Thursday 6th March 2025. As 

part of our celebrations we would like to invite our learners to come to school dressed as one of their 

most loved story characters. You do not have to buy any fancy costumes as we also love to see your own 

‘creations’. 

 

In support of the celebrations our kitchen team will be offering a special menu which can be ordered on the day 

with your child’s class teacher. This can be seen below: 
 

 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/VeC0S3qKhW
https://smartuniform.co.uk/product/squirrel-hayes-leavers-hoodies/
https://smartuniform.co.uk/product/squirrel-hayes-leavers-hoodies/
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Unwanted/old school uniform? 

 
We are excited to announce a new initiative in collaboration with our uniform provider, Smart School 

Uniform. If your child has outgrown their school uniform, we kindly ask you to consider donating any items that 

are still in good condition. 

You can bring the unwanted uniforms to the school, and we will pass them on to Smart School Uniform. They will 

then include these items in their pre-loved uniform service, offering them free of charge to other parents and 

carers in need. 

This initiative not only helps other families but also promotes sustainability by giving uniforms a second life.  

Wake up Wednesday - What Parents & Educators Need to Know about: Marvel Rivals 

Marvel Rivals has skyrocketed to success in recent months, currently boasting 40 million players but popularity 

doesn’t always mean ‘safe’ This week’s guide and the latest episode of the #WakeUpWednesday Podcast offers 

expert advice on the risks of this competitive online game, with tips on safeguarding younger players.  

Download here >> https://nationalcollege.com/guides/marvel-rivals 

Listen here > > https://nationalcollege.com/.../what-parents-educators... 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wakeupwednesday?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU0i0Mp9Cuex8Re6quMwI5AOHegr1kycNvLADMPq8RzMUg_CKNMNio9raK-Mmd4WSF7b8EjtYJOEzTD3AW2JoT98sCMkvKxlPDb0CwQU5fopBRipiMwUi12t1cR5JQAzCsCpRLXJYKtSms23alTGT7X4_vAnosxunMVcIT6JOFNfnm0DGYFfcH1PJ8msYdraOE&__tn__=*NK-R
https://nationalcollege.com/guides/marvel-rivals?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1ZaMV6QFHh6oiza69SGhRiUMvKid3dqDMsvmA849m58-y6FweZFff-kck_aem_0LU9JHytFSRJfcIE16LLsA
https://nationalcollege.com/podcasts/what-parents-educators-need-to-know-about-marvel-rivals?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3TWQptCODSI5RTWreu3kSw2cWJRpjS3MI2JVpt0mVOji3oKGT3ylODQPE_aem_vhDFi7asPwRf8sJL_k81ZA
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Important Dairy Dates  

 
 

Please find below a table of events that have been planned for the Spring Term. Please note that we 

always try our best to stick to the planned dates and times but on occasion’s changes have to be made due to 

unforeseen circumstances. If this is the case, we will always try to give you as much notice as possible. Please 

note dates in blue have been added or changed: 

 

SPRING TERM 2nd Half 2025 

DATE EVENT CLASS 

Tuesday 4th March Online Safety Presentation/activities 

9:00am - 9:30am 

5:00pm - 5:30pm 

Parents/Carers invited 

with child 

Tuesday 4th March Pancake Day – Special Menu All Classes 

Thursday 6th March 2025 World Book Day - children invited to come to 

school dressed as a book character 

All Classes 

Tuesday 18th March 2025 Inspire Dance Show –Biddulph High School Inspire Dance leaners 

Tuesday 25th March Full Governing Body Meeting 

6:00-8:00pm 

Governors 

Wednesday 26th March 

2025 

Parent Consultations 1.00pm – 3.00pm & 3.30pm-

6.00pm 

All Classes 

Wednesday 2nd April 2025 Zoolab – Educational Workshop in school All Classes 

Monday 7th April  Academy Photography All classes 

Thursday 10th April Easter Celebrations Assembly - Easter Bonnet and 

Easter Scene creations - 9:30am 

Parents/Carers invited 

Friday 11th April School closes for pupils and staff at 3:15pm for 

the half term holiday. 

All classes 

Monday 28th April School re-opens for staff and pupils 08:45am All classes 

 

 
 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs E. J. Pickford (Headteacher) & Team 

 


