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Squirrel Hayes First School 

Springfield Road 

Biddulph 

Stoke on Trent 

ST8 7DF 

Headteacher: Mrs. E. J. Pickford 

Telephone: 01782 973820 

Twitter: @squirrelhayes 

Facebook: facebook.com/squirrelhayes 

 

          Thursday 6th February 2025 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Valentines Disco –Monday 10th February 2025 

 
Our Valentines Disco will be taking place on Monday 10th February from 3:15pm – 4:30pm. The entrance 

fee will be £1.50 and will include a snack and drink. This will need to be paid for on ‘Parent Pay’. 

 

Wake Up Wednesday - What Parents & Educators Need to Know about Fake News & Scams 

 
Figures from Ofcom claim that nearly 3.5 million British children have encountered a scam online, and it's vital 

we learn how to recognise their tactics and protect youngsters against them. This week’s guide and the latest 

episode of the #WakeUpWednesday podcast deal with the topic of ‘fake news’ and how it might be used to 

make scams seem more persuasive.  

 

Download here >> https://ow.ly/I65s50UTm0P 

Listen here >> https://ow.ly/5fp750UTm0R 

 
 

Online Safety Day – Tuesday 11th February 2025 

 
On Tuesday 11th February we will be joining many others globally to support ‘Safer Internet Day 2025’ all 

celebrations and learning will be based around this year’s theme ‘Too good to be true? Protecting yourself 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wakeupwednesday?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV3fjVEujTD_iGE3Oes3Z2rX-QU4FXDsMhFFKs6Hh0ZBTeKw8cR23fRZY6j-39hMrUgiMns8aMmu5hZW91q905peBN9qvqViTOT7mFEU1xyKS1_rjRoYbOmOdmZVyokEreeB7idlMu2n4n7lgTgp3G4BeArvweRfJuoWmkO4X4VdP0PFeua8bTs6kfpHaKfS84&__tn__=*NK-R
https://ow.ly/I65s50UTm0P?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR332MJuSy-bD8B64Vf6xKAGpXE2jJixw_tsSrV_lJeC5ZN2PAjp4E6iLbg_aem_QbT0Q6ypaXUp3btp3jgn6w
https://ow.ly/5fp750UTm0R?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR20JjLK4X8XX1_sTw9zHTKJiDVbG_UCMtw0m5En74bziTpVyBMFcqrXU5s_aem_JyDhyUzSGtyZee8uQlILLw
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and others from scams online‘. All of our learners will be focusing on ‘being safe on the internet’ and will be 

joining in a whole school assembly in the afternoon led by our ICT and e-Safety Leader Mrs. Percival. 

 

The link below will take you some useful resources for Parents/Carers on how you can keep your family safe 

online with ‘phones, laptops, smart speakers, games consoles, tablets, Smart TV and Social media’ 

 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers 

 

As a school we will be encouraging you to attend an ‘Online Safety’ presentation/workshop with your 

child/children which is to be held after half term on Tuesday 4th March 2025. There will be two sessions 

available. 9:00am-9:30am and a 5:00pm-5:30pm. You will only need to attend one of these sessions, 

whichever is more convenient for you. We have many Parents/Carers asking us for support with this area and 

we hope that this will help you to identify ways you can help and support your family to keep themselves safe 

when on-line. 

 

Edwards and Ward Catering Firm Update 

 
Unfortunately we have been made aware that the catering company that provides lunches for the school 

is due to increase their meal prices due to cost pressures. See below: 

Effective from 1st April 2025 school meal prices will increase from £2.95 to £3.20 this change will not come 

into effect until 1st April 2025. 

 

Pancake Day – Special Menu – Dinners Tuesday 4th March 2025 

 
Edwards & Ward, our Catering Providers are having a themed “Pancake Day”. This will take place on 

Tuesday 4th March. If you would like your Child/Children to have a school dinner on this day then please let 

their Teacher know. 

The main course will be a choice of …….. 

 

  

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers
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Year 4 Leaver’s Hoodies Orders 

 

It is that time of year where we start to plan ahead for our Year 4 leavers with a special keepsake! We 

are excited to offer leavers hoodies for 2025 at a cost of £18.50 each. This price includes a high-quality 

hoodie with the school logo embroidered on the front and a back print featuring the names of all the leavers. 

Closing date for website 17/3/25. If you would like your child’s name to be included on the hoodie, please 

complete the permission form available here: 

 

 https://forms.office.com/e/VeC0S3qKhW  

 

Additionally, for an extra £3, you can opt for further personalisation to make the hoodie even more special. 

Let's make this a memorable farewell for our Year 4 students! 

To buy a hoodie please visit the following link: https://smartuniform.co.uk/product/squirrel-hayes-leavers-

hoodies/  

 

Could your Child/Children be entitled to Free School Meals? 

 

We are writing to inform you that your child/children may be entitled to free school meals. The 

application process is quick and easy, and you can receive a decision straight away. 

To apply for free school meals, please visit the following link: 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/.../apply-online.aspx 

 

In addition to free school meals, you can also benefit from: 

 Education Support Fund Vouchers: These vouchers can help with shopping expenses. 

 Holiday Activities Fund: This fund provides free hours for child care during the school holidays. 

Once you have completed the application, could you please let us know the outcome of the decision as soon as 

possible? You can send a screenshot of the decision and send it to office@squirrelhayes.staffs.sch.uk 

 

World Book Day - Thursday 6th March 2025 

  
 This Year we will be joining many schools in celebrating World Book Day on Thursday 6th March 2025. As 

part of our celebrations we would like to invite our learners to come to school dressed as one of their most 

loved story characters. You do not have to buy any fancy costumes as we also love to see your own ‘creations’. 

 

In support of the celebrations our kitchen team will be offering a special menu which can be ordered on the day 

with your child’s class teacher. This can be seen below: 

https://forms.office.com/e/VeC0S3qKhW
https://smartuniform.co.uk/product/squirrel-hayes-leavers-hoodies/
https://smartuniform.co.uk/product/squirrel-hayes-leavers-hoodies/
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/educational-awards-benefits/freeschoolmeals/apply-online.aspx?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1yvTzQZVvHBZg6s8NsdlcDlviuM5M-mRMTtBOMzq8p2SqbbtnHOAEdqt0_aem_nodPFu9a-XZEP2sE_fet9A
mailto:office@squirrelhayes.staffs.sch.uk
https://owsblog.blogspot.com/2014/05/odyssean-obsecrations.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Unwanted/old school uniform? 

 
We are excited to announce a new initiative in collaboration with our uniform provider, Smart School 

Uniform. If your child has outgrown their school uniform, we kindly ask you to consider donating any items that 

are still in good condition. 

You can bring the unwanted uniforms to the school, and we will pass them on to Smart School Uniform. They will 

then include these items in their pre-loved uniform service, offering them free of charge to other parents and 

carers in need. 

This initiative not only helps other families but also promotes sustainability by giving uniforms a second life.  

February Half Term – School Closure and INSET Day 

 
 

School will finish at the normal time of 3:15pm on Friday 14th February 2025.  

School will re-open to Pupils on Tuesday 25th February 2024 at 08:45am. 

Please note that school will be closed to pupils on Monday 24th February 2024 as this is an INSET day and staff 

will be in school for training. 

 

 

Reminders of Local Events 
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Financial Well-being Support 

Jo Hall is the designated ‘Financial well-being Coach’ for Newcastle and the Moorlands. If you feel you need any 

support, please get in contact with her. See below for extra details: 
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Support for Parents/Carers of Teens 

I have been asked to share the following information regarding an on-line session being run by Carol Middleton 

‘Family Hub Coach’ for Parents/Carers of Teens. 

 

 
 

Important Dairy Dates  

 

 
 

Please find below a table of events that have been planned for the Spring Term. Please note that we 

always try our best to stick to the planned dates and times but on occasion’s changes have to be made due to 

unforeseen circumstances. If this is the case, we will always try to give you as much notice as possible. Please 

note dates in blue have been added or changed: 

DATE EVENT CLASS 

Wednesday 5th February  Paramedic visiting school Early Years 

Monday 10th February 2025 Valentines Disco All Classes 3.30pm – 

4.30pm 

Tuesday 11th February 2025 Online Safety Assembly All classes 

Friday 14th February 2025 School closes for pupils and staff at 3:15pm for 

the half term holiday. 

All classes 

 

See next page for Spring Term 2nd half…….. 
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SPRING TERM 2nd Half 2025 

DATE EVENT CLASS 

INSET Day Monday 24th 

February 2025 

School closed to pupil but open to staff for 

training. 

All classes 

Tuesday 25th February 

2025 

School re-opens to Staff and Pupils at 08:45am All classes 

Wednesday 26th February Disco 3:15pm - 4:30pm All classes 

Friday 28th February Live Music Concert in school - am All classes 

Tuesday 4th March Online Safety Presentation/activities 

9:00am - 9:30am 

5:00pm - 5:30pm 

Parents/Carers invited 

with child 

Tuesday 4th March Pancake Day – Special Menu All Classes 

Thursday 6th March 2025 World Book Day - children invited to come to 

school dressed as a book character 

All Classes 

Tuesday 18th March 2025 Inspire Dance Show –Biddulph High School Inspire Dance leaners 

Tuesday 25th March Full Governing Body Meeting 

6:00-8:00pm 

Governors 

Wednesday 26th March 

2025 

Parent Consultations 1.00pm – 3.00pm & 3.30pm-

6.00pm 

All Classes 

Wednesday 2nd April 2025 Zoolab – Educational Workshop in school All Classes 

Monday 7th April  Academy Photography All classes 

Thursday 10th April Easter Celebrations Assembly - Easter Bonnet and 

Easter Scene creations - 9:30am 

Parents/Carers invited 

Friday 11th April School closes for pupils and staff at 3:15pm for 

the half term holiday. 

All classes 

Monday 28th April School re-opens for staff and pupils 08:45am All classes 

 

 
 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs E. J. Pickford (Headteacher) & Team 

 


