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Friday 10™ January 2025
Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcorg_\e Back

BRI NANYER

Happy New ;/ear .ﬁnd welcome back to the first half of the Spring Term 2025.
I hope you have all had an enjoyable Christmas and New Year break and are ready for 2025!

Admissions

-

Please be reminded that you needed to apply for a Reception and Middle School place by 15th January 2025.
The link to apply is below if you have still not completed this task.
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions -primary/Apply/ Application-forms-for-admission-
to-school.aspx

Inspire Dance Rehearsals - Monday 13th January - 3.30pm-4.15pm

SHAN

Inspire Dance after school club starts Monday 13th January 2025. Letters were sent out before the Christmas
break for anyone that would be interested. You should have received a text confirming that your child has been
allocated a place.

Snow/Adverse Weather Conditions Procedure
EA

As we are entering into the wintery period, I thought it would be appropriate to update you on the
snow/adverse weather conditions procedures. The health & safety of your child is of paramount importance to
all the staff here at Squirrel Hayes First School. Any decision taken to close the school due to snow or
dangerous weather conditions will be considered very carefully following health and safety guidance.

If the school has to be closed due to health & safety reasons surrounding snow or adverse weather
conditions then you will be informed as soon as possible through the following:

¢ Text message on your mobile

¢ Message on the school's website

¢ Message on the Staffordshire school's website
(www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/schoolsandcolleges/emergencyclosures)

e Parents can also sigh up to the county council's alert system which links into the above process to alert
parents of their specific closures via text and email.

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young

people/vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
BIDDULPH SCHOOLS

(a mutual co-operative membership trust)
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e Announcement on the local radio stations (BBC Radio Stoke, Signal Radio + signals website
www.signall.co.uk)
¢ Notice on the school gates - (where possible)

If an emergency closure is made during the day you will be required to come and collect your child from
school and will be informed about where to collect your child/children from.

Please do not phone the school to see if the school is closing, this will only jam up the phone lines and
prevent us from making emergency calls or contacting the relevant bodies to inform them of school
closure. We do not take the decision to close schools lightly and will be considering the safety of all if a closure
is heeded.

Updated contact details

&

We kindly request that you inform the office as soon as possible if there have been any changes to your
contact details, such as telephone numbers, email addresses, or home addresses. Keeping our records up to date
ensures that we can reach you promptly when needed.

Absences & Attendance

We would like to remind you of the importance of regular attendance for your child's education. If your child is
absent, please ensure you inform the school by replying fo the fext message sent each morning at 08:15 am,
calling the school office on 01782 973 820, leaving a voicemail if no one is available, or emailing us

at admin@squirrelhayes.staffs.sch.uk. Your cooperation helps us maintain accurate attendance records and
support your child's learning.

We recognise that the recent weather has meant that the school has had to close on the 6™ and 7™ January
2025 for health & safety reasons and that the conditions getting into school are still a little tricky on the
estate even though we are now open again. We ask that you keep in contact with school and let us know as soon
as possible if your child is unable to attend.

Supporting Children to return to routine

Returning to the usual routine after the holidays can be a stressful time for anyone = and this can sometimes
include those children and young people who are making their way back to school.

It only seems a moment ago that the winter break began #  but now it's time toreturn back to school. This
week's guide L_land the latest episode of the #WakeUpWednesday podcast 8 offer expert advice helping
children and young people return to the routine for a new term.

Download > https://ow.ly/iINOT50UVEZG

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young

people/vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
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We understand that working around the school day can sometimes pose a challenge with the increasing demands
of work and home life. Space Cadets is based at Squirrel Hayes First School and runs a before and after school
club for school aged children aged 4 to 11 years old. Breakfast club runs from 7.30am - 8:45am (Squirrel Hayes
children can just turn up so long as they are registered with Space Cadets). After school club runs from
3.15pm-6.00pm (needs to be pre-booked). Space Cadets also run a holiday club available from 7.30am to
6.00pm. For further information please either speak to the office or call Krystle 07500803876.
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Air Aware Staffordshire

Staffordshire Moorlands have an 'Air Aware project’ currently running across all schools in the district. This
project aims to encourage Parents/carers to switch off their car engines when they are picking up and dropping
off children at school. Over the next few weeks posters will be attached to the lampposts and fencing outside
schools o encourage your support with this project.

DfE Cost of School Uniform Survey

b3
The Department for Education has published their School Uniform Survey report in September 2024. This
report shares information about the typical cost of school uniforms and PE Kits for children in State funded

education. At Squirrel Hayes we regularly review our School Uniform Policy and expectations and have carefully
considered the costings involved for Parents/Cares when setting out our expectations.

The report shared that the average cost for both school uniform and PE combined for Primary aged children is
£ 350.81. Our school records show that our families typically pay about £170.00 per child in total over a year.
This includes school shoes and trainers etc. We are pleased to see that this compares favorably to the average
in the report. We will continue to review of Uniform Policy and are always happy to listen to suggestions from
our learning community.

Please see the link below to the full report:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/677ea36522a085c5ff5c04db/Cost_of_school_uniform_survey
_2023.pdf

Important Dairy Dates

Please find below a table of events that have been planned for the Autumn Term. Please note that we always
try our best to stick to the planned dates and times but on occasion's changes have to be made due to
unforeseen circumstances. If this is the case, we will always try to give you as much notice as possible. Please
note dates in blue have been added or changed:

DATE EVENT CLASS
Monday 6™ January 2025 School opens at 08:45am at the start of the New | All classes
Year

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young
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Wednesday 15™ January Change 4 Life - Biddulph Leisure Centre Hydra Class

2025

Wednesday 15™ January Year 4 School Council Reps to attend meeting at Y4 Reps
2025 the Town Hall

Monday 10™ February 2025 | Valentines Disco All Classes 3.30pm -
4.30pm

Tuesday 11™ February 2025 | Online Safety Assembly All Parents/Carers -
2.30pm

Friday 14™ February 2025 | School closes for pupils and staff at 3:15pm for All classes
the half term holiday.

INSET Day Monday 24™ School closed to pupil but open to staff for All classes
February training.

Tuesday 25™ February School re-opens to Staff and Pupils at 08:45am All classes
2025

Yours sincerely,
Mrs E. J. Pickford (Headteacher) & Team
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