
    
  

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 

people/vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

         
 

Squirrel Hayes First School 

Springfield Road 

Biddulph 

Stoke on Trent 

ST8 7DF 

Headteacher: Mrs. E. J. Pickford 

Telephone: 01782 973820 

Twitter: @squirrelhayes 

Facebook: Squirrelhayesfirstschool 

 

 25th October 2024 

  

Important Notice: Online Safety Concerns 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope this message finds you well. We have recently been made aware of concerns raised by 

several parents and carers regarding inappropriate behaviour and content encountered by children on 

popular platforms such as YouTube (including YouTube/Roblox Stories) and the game Roblox. This 

newsletter aims to address these concerns, highlight the potential dangers, and provide guidance on 

how to ensure a safer online experience for our children. 

 

On October 15, 2024, the Daily Mail published an article titled “Campaigners’ fears over gaming site 

that’s a ‘haven for paedophiles’.” The piece highlights concern from child safety experts who are 

urging Ofcom to take action against Roblox, claiming the platform exposes young users to grooming 

and explicit content. For more details, you can read the full article here.  
 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-13961313/Roblox-child-safety-campaigners-Ofcom-report.html  

o Inappropriate Content: Exposure to videos and stories on YouTube that contain unsuitable 

material, including sexualised behaviour and bad language. 

o Online Chats: In-game chats within Roblox where children may encounter inappropriate 

language, bullying, and potentially harmful interactions. 

Dangers of Inappropriate Behaviour Online 

1. Exposure to Inappropriate Content: 

• Children may come across videos or stories that are not age-appropriate, which can include explicit 

language, sexual content, or violent imagery. 

• Such exposure can have a negative impact on their mental and emotional well-being. 

2. Online Predators: 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-13961313/Roblox-child-safety-campaigners-Ofcom-report.html


    
  

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 

people/vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

         
 

Squirrel Hayes First School 

Springfield Road 

Biddulph 

Stoke on Trent 

ST8 7DF 

Headteacher: Mrs. E. J. Pickford 

Telephone: 01782 973820 

Twitter: @squirrelhayes 

Facebook: Squirrelhayesfirstschool 

 

 • Platforms like Roblox and YouTube can be used by individuals with malicious intent to exploit or 

groom children. 

• Predators may use chat features to establish trust and manipulate young users. 

3. Cyberbullying: 

• Online interactions can sometimes lead to bullying, with children being targeted by their peers or 

strangers. 

• Cyberbullying can cause significant emotional distress and affect a child’s self-esteem and mental 

health. 

4. Privacy Risks: 

• Sharing personal information online can lead to privacy breaches. 

• Children may inadvertently disclose sensitive information that can be misused. 

5. Addiction and Screen Time: 

• Excessive use of these platforms can lead to addiction, affecting a child’s sleep, academic 

performance, and physical health. 

Recommendations for Parents and Carers 
 

Monitor your child’s online activity 

 

o Regularly check the content your child is accessing sites such as YouTube and the games they 

are playing through these. 

o Use of parental controls to restrict access to inappropriate content. Please see links below for 

tutorial instructions: 

o Have open conversations with your child about the dangers of sharing personal information and 

interacting with strangers online. 

o Teach them to recognize and report inappropriate behaviour. 

Set Boundaries 

 

o Establish clear rules regarding screen time and the types of content that are acceptable. 

o Encourage a healthy balance between online activities and other interests. 

Use Safe Settings 

o Enable privacy settings on YouTube and Roblox to limit who can contact your child. 

o Use features like restricted mode on YouTube to filter out inappropriate content. 
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 Stay Informed 

o Keep yourself updated on the latest trends and potential risks associated with online 

platforms. 

o Join online safety workshops or webinars offered by the school or other organizations. 

Please see links below to helpful videos on how to keep your child safe online: 

Roblox - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWzhE8fUi7E&pp=ygUhZ292ZXJubWVudCBpbnRlcm5ldCBzYWZl

dHkgcm9ibG94 

YouTube –  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6odst87Tbo&pp=ygU0Z292ZXJubWVudCBpbnRlcm5ldCBzYWZl

dHkgeW91dHViZSBwYXJlbnRhbCBjb250cm9scw%3D%3D  

We have also included attached to this letter a copy of posters previously sent out with what 

Parents/Carers need to know about Roblox and YouTube. 

Conclusion 

We understand the challenges of navigating the digital world and the importance of keeping our 

children safe online. By working together and staying vigilant, we can create a safer online 

environment for our children. If you have any further concerns or need assistance, please do not 

hesitate to contact the school. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs E. J. Pickford (Headteacher) & Team 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWzhE8fUi7E&pp=ygUhZ292ZXJubWVudCBpbnRlcm5ldCBzYWZldHkgcm9ibG94
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWzhE8fUi7E&pp=ygUhZ292ZXJubWVudCBpbnRlcm5ldCBzYWZldHkgcm9ibG94
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6odst87Tbo&pp=ygU0Z292ZXJubWVudCBpbnRlcm5ldCBzYWZldHkgeW91dHViZSBwYXJlbnRhbCBjb250cm9scw%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6odst87Tbo&pp=ygU0Z292ZXJubWVudCBpbnRlcm5ldCBzYWZldHkgeW91dHViZSBwYXJlbnRhbCBjb250cm9scw%3D%3D
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